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The Collect for Easter Day 
 
God of glory 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and hell 
fill your church with faith and hope 
for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ 
 

Psalm 114 

When Israel came out of Egypt * 
 and the house of Jacob from among the strange people, 
  Judah was his sanctuary * 
 and Israel his dominion. 
  The sea saw that, and fled * 
 Jordan was driven back. 
  The mountains skipped like rams * 
 and the little hills like young sheep. 
  What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest * 
 and thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? 
  Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams * 
 and ye little hills, like young sheep? 
  Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord * 
 at the presence of the God of Jacob; 
  Who turned the hard rock into a standing water * 
 and the flint-stone into a springing well.  

 

John 20 v 1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter 
and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 



following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a 
place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 
the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which 
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced 
to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to 
her. 

Reflection from the Rector 
 
I greet you at Easter Time and Revd Helen joins me in bringing to you our thoughts and 
prayers and every blessing as we celebrate together the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is just a year ago since we all entered the first lockdown  at the start of these troubled days 
and life started to change for us all. It was at that beginning that I started to use the words 
of Psalm 46 that we might hold onto in our anxiety and distress namely  “God is our 
strength and refuge a very present help in trouble and later on in the psalm “ we will not 
fear”. I hope that those words have helped you. They have me and I am reminded of them 
as I contemplate that the disciples would be very fearful after the events of Good Friday. 
On the first Easter Day and early in the morning Jesus appeared first to Mary of Magdala 
in the garden and gave her the God moment that she needed to reassure her that He was 
risen. She ran to tell the others and then as we know they in turn told others. Mary’s grief 
in the garden was turned to joy . Her Lord and Master was with her again. Jesus is with us 
now. He brings us that joy and gladness today and calls us by name just as he did Mary of 
Magdala on the first Easter Day. Let go forward in the power of His resurrection to live and 
work to His praise and glory. 
We are an Easter People and so the shout is Alleluia! 
 
 
 With greetings to you all from 

The Rector and Revd Helen 
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